DATE

Mr. Stewart Eastman
71630 Maple Street
Abita Springs, Louisiana 70420

RE: Louisiana Board of Ethics Docket No. 2021-1055 \:36’
Advisory Opinion &Q‘ N
S
Dear Mr. Eastman: &g& 0@\‘

The Louisiana Board of Ethics (“Board”), at its February 4, 2022 megﬁ'ﬁ ?:0 §fdered your
request for an advisory opinion as to whether the Code of Govem&f%‘btxal\ﬁt\hlcs (“Code”)
would prohibit you from submitting your work of art to thé‘ Asb\lt \‘Sprmgs Trailhead
Museum (“Museum”) independent selection committee to bg’Jugiéd\\?ld potentially sold at
the En Plein Air exhibition. S° \Q N
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FACTS PROVI gb’ \\\
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‘ Qum:}}%@ard of Directors. The Museum is
rr@s Qﬁowever the Museum is mainly run

&s@nd h\as\ﬁ\o paid employees.

Every year the Abita Springs Trallh&dx@}use\um holds an art exhibit, called En Plein Air
(“Exhibit”), with the next one sghed\mfeq,ﬁ)r the spring. The Exhibit features local artists
or artists from the surroundlngﬁ}qg, v@% paint various landscapes, townscapes, etc. Artists
apply to have their work &Q@‘E{e@fin the Exhibit. Their work is juried by a selection
committee that is sepaerbe@Th e Museum Board of Directors. The Directors do not know
or have any authorlt\yb‘to @eT%& an artist’s work to be displayed.
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You stated that you are a member of the
owned and operated by the Town of Akj
independently by the Board of Dire

~

The works of -art ta_ﬁ‘at a?re chosen are available for purchase by the public during the
exhibition. The $§Ie \'pﬁoceeds go to the artists with a commission going to the Museum.
You stated th@?ygu\are an artist who would like to submit your work of art to be exhibited
and poteng@llw’sold at the spring Exhibit.
e
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La. RS 42:1102(23) defines a "Transaction involving the governmental entity" as any
proceeding, application, submission, request for a ruling or other determination, contract,
claim, case, or other such particular matter which the public servant or former public
servant of the governmental entity in question knows or should know: (a) Is, or will be, the
subject of action by the governmental entity. (b) Is one to which the governmental entity is
or will be a party. (¢) Is one in which the governmental entity has a direct interest.

Law
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La. R.S. 42:1113(B) prohibits an appointed member of any board or commission, member
of his immediate family, or a legal entity in which he has a substantial economic interest,
from bidding on or entering into or being in any way interested in any contract, subcontract,
or other transaction which is under the supervision or jurisdiction of the agency of such
appointed member.

ANALYSIS

La. R.S. 42:1113(B) prohibits an appointed member of any board or commission ... from
bidding on or entering into or being in any way interested in any contract, subcontra?%t, or
other transaction which is under the supervision or jurisdiction of the agency @I’ such
appomted member. You are an appointed member of the Museum’s Board of Duﬁecgﬁ's A

“transaction involving the governmental entity” includes “any.. appllcatlon,\osuga%lssmn
[or] request for a ruling or other determination” where the governmemak@qhgﬁas adirect
interest.” La. R.S. 42:1102(23). The submission of your art%éﬂg\{e t\h?e Museum for
consideration, potential selection, and potential sale would be c\cﬁ%ssd%re&a transaction that
is under the supervision of your agency — the Museum. T @Mkrs‘éuhﬂias a direct interest
in the transaction, given that the Museum is responmb\l% f@%@kctmg the participating
artwork (through the selection committee) and the I\Qtseujﬁ t@kes a commission from the

proceeds of exhibition artwork sold. SNy
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The Board concluded, and instructe
the Code prohibits you from subanis 'r?g “uro\work of art to the Museum’s mdependent
selection committee to be Jurledtaqd.\@’)@%ally viewed and sold at the En Plein Air
exhibition. o @

This advisory opinion is bgségosbleﬁy on the facts as set forth herein. Changes to the facts
as presented may resul@h a\&lf@ent application of the provisions of the Louisiana Code
of Governmental Eth;és Uﬁ’legBoard issues no opinion as to past conduct or as to laws other
than the Lou1s1an@%ebd’e af Governmental Ethics, the Campaign Finance Disclosure Act,
the Lobbylst\ElsdEsu@e Act and the conflict of interest provisions contained in the
Louisiana G}m{% €ontrol Law. If you have any questions, please contact me at (800)
842-6630 01\@225@‘219 5600.
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LaToya D. Jordan
For the Board
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